BATTLE OF FATAHPAHARI
tardily. One cannon ball fell very near the seat of Hazrat-i-
Ala. However much his companions persuaded him to A^acate
his seat, Hazrat-i-A'la replied, "At the time of the display of
bravery, the guarding of one's life is opposed to the honour
of a soldier/' In this conversation three-fourths of the njight
was spent. When it was three o'clock in the morning Hazrat-
i-Ala issued order to arrange his army. General Lawrence
submitted;
"The army of the exalted Nawwab is only one hundredth
of the enemy's forces. To-day the image of successful
engagement is hidden from the view of understanding.
It is impossible to save one's life with victory. We have firmly
resolved that we will not come back with defeat, and we
will not return without routing the enemy. It is advisable
for your majesty to stay at the fort, take your seat in
the tower and watch from there the tainasha of the bravery
of your devoted servants. If, by His strength and power,
we overcome the enemy we shall become worthy of your
congratulation. Considering the nature of the times, because
of the great number of enemies, we think that the hope of
return is as impossible as the return of life which is lost, and
the getting back of the years which are spent. If the worst
happen, whatever plan seems suitable may be pursued. Since
the French community, out of zeal for the short-lived friend-
ship, have given shelter to Riza All Khan at Phulcheri after
the death of Husayn Dost Khan, and are endeavouring for his
success and welfare, your devoted servant knows for certain
that your majesty can stay either here in this strong
fort, or if it is not possible may go either to Dewnampattan
or Chennapattan. In any case, the governors of these
two places will help you with army and other things to the
extent of their strength and power; they will necessarily take
upon themselves the duty of obeying-you in all possible ways;
for to show regard and consideration to your majesty is
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